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EWING — Have you ever 
heard of a cow getting a pedi-
cure?

Neither had 34-year-old Jason 
Stamp of rural Ewing until a 
few years ago when, with a lot 
of determination, commitment 
and hard work, he became one 
of only six professional dairy 
cow hoof trimmers in Nebras-
ka.

“I have always enjoyed work-
ing with cattle,” he said.

Stamp began 
milking cows 
on the fam-
ily farm near 
Inman when 
he was 8. He 
attended high 
school in Ewing 
and milked 
cows all during 
his high school 
years.

Five days after he graduated 
from high school in 1990, he 
joined the Marines. He married 
the former Jill Sisson of Ewing 
in 1992 and served in the Ma-
rines until 1994.

“When I got out of the Ma-
rines, we moved to Geneva,” he 
said, “trying to decide what we 
should do.

They ended up in St. Cloud, 
Minn., working at several dair-
ies.

“One day the herdsman 
came in and said, ‘Start picking 
out cows that need their hoofs 
trimmed. The hoof trimmer is 
coming tomorrow.’ I laughed at 
him. I had never heard of a hoof 
trimmer. We never did that in 
Nebraska, as the cows were 
outside on the sand, and if they 
walked around enough they 
didn’t need it,” Stamp said.

Stamp said he decided hoof 
trimming was something he’d 
like to try.

After a lot of research, Stamp 
found a hoof trimming school 
in Wisconsin, which lasted five 
days. The cost was $1,800.

“We didn’t have any money,” 
he said, “but we scraped togeth-
er our last $1,800 and I went to 
that school.”

He subsequently did 
trimming work in Minnesota 
and for a Michigan operation 
that traveled to several states.

In 2000, he decided to go 
on his own. He bought what’s 
known as a layover chute from 
a man in Texas and then moved 
to Ewing. He started Hoof Man 
Inc.

Stamp drove around Nebras-
ka and picked up clients, then 
got a list of all the dairy farm-
ers in Nebraska. He drew a 
circle around 200 of them, sent 
fliers and began getting calls.

“Cattle are in confinement 
so much now,” he said. “Some 
people think that since they are 
on concrete so much they wear 
their feet down fast, but usually 
it is the other way around. They 
are on concrete but don’t walk 
very far.

“A maintenance trim takes 
approximately three to five 
minutes,” he said. “I trim, short-

en all four hoofs, get the right 
length, clean out in between the 
toes and do the bottom. The foot 
has to be at a 45-degree angle to 
keep their legs and hips in cor-
rect alignment so it doesn’t hurt 
them when they walk.”

When the hooves are 
trimmed, the cows are run into 
a chute, a stanchion lock comes 
down on their neck so they can’t 
flop around, bands come up 
under their belly for support, 
and they are flipped over on 
their side.

All the feet are then chained 
to tighten the bands and the legs 
are tight. As long as the feet are 
tied down, with the belt cinched 
up, they don’t have room to 
kick.

An instrument called a chip-
per wheel is used for the trim-
ming. It is a grinder that has six 
little replaceable carbide disks 
that are changed when the disks 
gets dull.

Unless there is a problem that 
has to be treated, the trimming 
doesn’t hurt the cows.

Now Stamp is busy year-
round, and spring and fall are 
the busiest. He currently is 
booked up through December 
2007. He trims more than 10,000 
cows a year.
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The Nebraska Cornhuskers 
travel to Manhattan, Kan., 
and will try to steal a win 
from the Wildcats for the 
first time in 10 years. Yes, 
that is correct, 10 years. On 
Monday, see if the Huskers 
come home with a win. 
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LINCOLN — Chad Wythers and John Berry of the Berry & 
Kelly law firm here filed a lawsuit in Holt County District 
Court on Friday seeking damages for an O’Neill woman.

The action alleges Cheryl McConnell of O’Neill contracted 
the E. coli strain from eating adulterated baby spinach pur-
chased from the defendant, Sack N’ Save grocery store in 
O’Neill. It is alleged the baby spinach was grown, manufac-
tured, processed and distributed by other defendants, Dole 
Food Co., Natural Selection Foods Manufacturing and Natu-
ral Selections Foods.

Earlier this week, the same Lincoln law firm filed the first 
case in Nebraska in Lancaster County on behalf of Kenzi 
Clark, a nutritional science major at the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln. This is the second filing in Nebraska, with 
other suits filed in Utah, Oregon, Wisconsin and Maryland.

The Lincoln law firm said both McConnell’s and Clark’s E. 
coli poisonings have been verified by the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Health. Both women, who were hospitalized, claim 
they have suffered significant medical injuries from the 
spinach.

Bluegrass music to be performed
PLAINVIEW — Turtle Creek, performing bluegrass music at 

its best, will present a program here on Sunday, Oct. 22, at 2 
p.m. in the Plainview High School Auditorium.

The group’s tight harmonies, musicianship and down home 
humor have made them favorites in communities and festi-
vals throughout the Midwest.

The event is sponsored by the Plainview Arts Council 
with a grant from the Nebraska Arts Council. Tickets will 
be available at the door for $6 for adults and $3 for students. 
Plainview Arts Council members will be admitted free of 
charge.

Around the Region

O’Neill woman second in 
state to file spinach suit
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Trudy 
Jacobsen

Occupation: Customer service 
coordinator for Nebraska Rural TV 
(DIRECTV) in Creighton.

Family: Son, Lane, 11; and 
daughter, Destiny, 7.

What was your first job? Work-
ing on my family’s farm by Orchard. 
I milked cows, fed calves and any-
thing else my dad could possibly 
find to make me work. 

What’s the most recent movie 
you’ve seen in a theatre? “Cars” 
— but I’m really excited to see 
“Flicka,” with Tim McGraw, when it 
is in theaters.

Where’s your favorite place to 
go out to eat in the Norfolk area? 
In Norfolk, it’s Applebees. In Creigh-
ton, it’s Drover’s Steakhouse. They 
have an excellent noon buffet and 
a nice atmosphere.

Within the next decade, I want 
to: Enjoy watching my children grow 
up and be a part of their activities. 

What was your favorite child-
hood toy and why? I’m not sure 
you can consider a pony a toy, but 
I have so many great memories of 
our pony, Renee, that I have to list 
her as my favorite “toy.” All of my 
brothers and sisters learned to ride 
on her and she was a great part of 
my childhood. We would saddle her 
in the mornings and she’d be a part 
of whatever we did all day. It didn’t 
matter if we played cowboys and 
Indians or were in our brother’s tree 
house, we usually needed her for 
something. 

What influenced you most 
as a teenager? I would say that I 
was most influenced by my rural 
upbringing. I loved living on a farm 
and working with livestock. Of 
course, I was also influenced by my 
friends; we had a lot of fun. 

Who is your favorite singer or 
musical group? I have always been 
a loyal George Strait fan. I like Ras-
cal Flatts and Kenny Chesney, too.

What color best describes your 
personality and why? Red. I think I 
have an outgoing personality and a 
positive attitude. I like to have fun 
and to me red is a fun color. Beside 
all that, I’m a Husker fan! Ya gotta 
love red!

Who is your favorite relative 
to get together with and why? All 
my brothers and sisters! We always 
have a lot of fun together and our 
kids enjoy hanging out with each 
other, too. We laugh and tease 
each other, just like we did grow-
ing up.

Meet your 
neighbor
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A BULL IS TURNED on its side in a table waiting for its hooves to be trimmed. The photos 
below show a cow’s hoof, before and after, being trimmed.

OMAHA (AP) — In case there was 
any doubt, it became clear Friday eve-
ning that the Nebraska Senate race will 
set a state record for campaign spend-
ing.

Alongside news that Republican chal-
lenger Pete Ricketts infused another $2 
million into his campaign, the former 
TD Ameritrade executive’s campaign 
filed finance reports showing it has 
spent more than $9 million.

Although Democratic Sen. Ben Nel-
son had not yet filed his report, which is 
due Sunday at midnight, it is certain his 
expenditures will push the total spent by 
both candidates past the record set in 
the 1988 Senate race.

In that race, Bob Kerrey, a Democrat 
and former governor, defeated Repub-
lican U.S. Sen. David Karnes in a race 
where the candidates spent a combined 
$7 million.

That would be equal to an estimated 
$11.48 million today, based on the Con-
sumer Price Index, which gauges the 
price of goods and services bought by 
the public.

Nelson campaign manager Paul 
Johnson renewed criticism of Ricketts 
personal contributions, which now total 
nearly $12 million

“Over the past year, Pete Ricketts has 
spent more dollars every day than many 
Nebraskans make in a year,” Johnson 

said Friday. “Yet despite outspending 
Ben Nelson by almost 2-to-one, Ricketts 
has just sunk lower and lower in voters’ 
esteem.”

Ricketts has not set a limit on how 
much he will contribute, but will do what 
it takes to overcome the disadvantage of 
fighting against an incumbent, said his 
campaign manager Jessica Moenning.

She said Ricketts’ fundraising is on 
par with previous Republican Senate 
candidates, including former Attorney 
General Don Stenberg, who had raised 
$1.2 million in his last filing before elec-
tions in 2000. Nelson raised more than 
$2.3 million in that race to win the Sen-
ate seat.

“In terms of what Republican officials 
are able to raise in the state, I feel like 
for Pete being a newcomer, he’s done a 
good job fundraising,” Moenning said.

Ricketts gave his primary campaign 
$4.7 million, and has now given $6.925 
million to his general election campaign, 
according to a filing Friday with the 
Federal Election Commission.

Ricketts has said he’s worth $45 mil-
lion to $50 million.

Relying on outside donations, Nel-
son is outpacing his opponent 4-to-1 in 
fundraising, with more than $1.4 million 
alone from the state party, compared 
to $150,000 Ricketts received from his 
state party.

Ricketts-Nelson to set spending record

OMAHA (AP) — Legend-
ary journalist Tom Brokaw 
says every family in America 
has been touched by cancer, 
and his is no exception.

Brokaw mentioned the 
deaths of two friends — ABC 

anchor Peter 
Jennings and 
New York 
Times jour-
nalist R.W. 
Apple — dur-
ing a news 
conference 
Friday at the 
Un iver s i t y 
of Nebraska 
Medical Cen-
ter.

“It was a stunning blow to 
all of us,” the former “NBC 
Nightly News” anchorman 
said, referring to Jennings’ 
death.

Diagnosed with lung cancer 
in April 2005, Jennings died 
just four months later.

UNMC’s Eppley Cancer 
Center planned to honor Bro-
kaw Friday night with the 
Ambassador of Hope Award, 
given to people who have con-
tributed to the fight against 
cancer through research, 
patient care activities or by 
raising public awareness. Pre-
vious recipients include Gen-
eral Norman Schwarzkopf 
and Sam Donaldson.

Center director Kenneth 
Cowan said Brokaw was cho-
sen for the award because he 
is well-known and has ties to 
the Midwest.

Brokaw started his broad-

cast journalism career in 
Omaha, working at CBS affili-
ate KMTV from 1962 to 1965.

Cowan said the award is 
also a chance for Brokaw to 
speak out about cancer.

More than 1.2 million peo-
ple were diagnosed with can-
cer in 2002, the last year data 
was available, according to 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

“I don’t know any family 
in America who has not had 
some kind of really unsettling 
and ultimately difficult expe-
rience with cancer,” Brokaw 
said Friday, “but these institu-
tions give us hope.”

Brokaw said he knows peo-
ple who have been treated at 
Eppley. He commended the 
center and its supporters for 
their work fighting cancer.

He said the community sup-
port is key. Rather than wait 
for federal funding for impor-
tant institutions, “local com-
munities are banding together 
and saying we can do this,” 
the newsman said.

Former Nebraska U.S. Sen. 
Bob Kerrey joined Brokaw at 
Friday’s press conference. He 
said that during his tenure in 
the Senate and as governor of 
Nebraska, the only complaints 
he heard about Eppley were 
regarding a lack of federal 
funding.

Brokaw waived his speak-
ing fee for Friday night’s 
awards presentation. Tickets 
to the event cost $150, and 
Cowan said all proceeds will 
go to cancer research.

Brokaw says cancer 
has touched his life

The Associated Press

Former NBC anchorman Tom Brokaw laughs with Car-
rie Ernst prior to a news conference Friday in Omaha while 
looking at a photo of Brokaw that was taken back in the 
1960s when he worked at an Omaha TV station.

Special to the Daily News
WISNER — It will be an opportunity for many 

women to get that check up.
Goldenrod Hills Community Action here and 

the Nebraska Office of Women’s Health — Every 
Woman Matters program encourages women ev-
erywhere to receive their annual mammogram 
during October. This month also is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.

Every Woman Matters is a program for women 
between 40 and 64 who have limited or no health 
insurance, and have low- to medium-income. The 
EWM Program can help pay for a yearly health 
check up and annual screenings.

The Every Woman Matters Program will pay 

for a pelvic exam with a pap test, clinical breast 
exam, teaching of breast self exam, blood pres-
sure check, cholesterol check, blood sugar (glu-
cose) check, mammogram and colon cancer 
screening.

To qualify for Every Woman Matters, partici-
pants should not be enrolled in the Medicaid or 
Medicare programs or belong to an HMO (Health 
Maintenance Organization).

Any woman who believes she qualifies for 
Every Woman Matters who lives in Goldenrod 
Hills Community Action should call (800) 445-
2505 for an application. The agency serves 14 
counties in Northeast Nebraska.

Every Woman Matters helping 
many receive important exams

Stamp

Hoof Man Inc.
founded by 
former Marine

Young entrepreneur finds 
need back in Nebraska

Jennings


